[The role of intraoperative ultrasonic studies in abdominal surgery].
Intraoperative echography is a new field of application of the ultrasound diagnostics. With a special intraoperative examination head the parenchymal abdominal organs may be examined directly in the course of the operation. The intraoperative echo-examination of the tumors and cysts of the liver and pancreas as well as of nephroliths and gallstones is routinely applied in several institutions abroad. The authors report on their initial experiences with intraoperative ultrasonography of different abdominal organs.